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Werte Leserinnen und Leser,

mit der vorliegenden Integra-Ausgabe
mdchten wir einen Beitrag dazu leisten,
die Beschaftigung mit ,Tourismus und
Frieden / Tourismus und Konflikt* auch im
deutschsprachigen Raum, in Deutschland,
Osterreich und der Schweiz, anzuregen.
Dieses komplexe Thema findet derzeit
international im wissenschaftlichen und
transdisziplinaren Kontext viel Aufmerk-
samkeit und wird durchaus kontroversiell
diskutiert: Ist es wirklich so, dass Tou-
rismus, wie man oft hort, zur Verstan-
digung von unterschiedlichen Kulturen
und damit zum Frieden beitragt? Oder ist
— im Extremfall — eher das Gegenteil der
Fall? Welchen Beitrag kann Tourismus,
kénnen Reisende wirklich zu einer fried-
lichen Entwicklung leisten? Wie muss
Tourismus gestaltet werden, um die zu-
weilen hochgesteckten Erwartungen er-
fallen zu kénnen?

Umgekehrt: Wie wirken sich Konflikte auf
Tourismus aus? Welche Bedeutung ha-
ben Krisen in Reiseldndern oder gar Rei-
sewarnungen fiir den Tourismus? Welche
touristischen Perspektiven bleiben ange-
sichts von Gewalt und Bad Governance?

Viele Fragen, einige davon hoffen wir auf
den folgenden Seiten beantworten zu
konnen.

Wir von respect freuen uns, dass wir fir
diese Ausgabe von Integra sowohl das
Institute for Integrative Conflict Transfor-
mation and Peacebuilding (IICP) als auch
unsere langjahrige Partnerorganisation
Naturfreunde Internationale (NFI), den
Dachverband der Internationalen Natur-
freunde-Bewegung, als Co-Herausgeber
gewinnen konnten.

Ein groRes Danke wie immer allen Auto-
rinnen und Autoren!

Viel SpaR bei der Lektire!

Karin Chladek, Chefredaktion Integra

Dear readers,

As most of you in the English-speaking
context will not know Integra, let me briefly
introduce ourselves: Integra is a biannual
magazine on Integrative Tourism and De-
velopment that is well distributed in the
German-speaking professional and aca-

demic tourism scene. It is published by
respect — Institute for Integrative Tourism
and Development in Vienna. We frequent-
ly also include articles in English. Our aim
is to introduce current international topics
in order to strengthen international coope-
ration.

One such topic is “Tourism and peace /
Tourism and conflict”: Is it true, as is often
claimed, that tourism works towards the
understanding of different cultures and
therefore towards peace? How can tou-
rism or travellers really contribute to pea-
ceful relations? On the other hand, what is
the impact of conflict(s) on tourism?

Many questions. We hope to address
at least some of them on the following
pages.

respect gladly presents the co-editors of
this edition: the Institute for Integrative
Conflict Transformation and Peacebuil-
ding (IICP) and Naturefriends Internatio-
nal (NFI).

As always, many thanks to all the authors
and contributors!

Enjoy the magazine!

Karin Chladek, Editor-in-chief Integra
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Tourismus und Frieden

Tourism and peace, peace and
tourism — an inseparable union

By Karin Chladek and Augustin Nicolescou

here are many ways to look at

the relation between tourism

and peace. From a perspective
that seems to be purely economic only
at first sight, it is clear that tourism is
intrinsically linked to a uence, to af-
fluent societies, to leisure time: tourism
means travel for fun, for relaxation, out
of pure personal will - in contrast to
other forms of travel that are linked to
work or even survival, like migration,
the search for a better life elsewhere.
Only someone who does not have to
worry about her or his immediate eco-
nomic future can a ord to spend mo-
ney on short-time fun travel, which is
the essence of tourism, no matter how
fun is defined personally. e poor do
not travel for fun, they usually cannot
a ord the luxurious experience to be
carefree tourists from time to time. Of
course, this statement only holds true
if we exclude more recent and complex
western phenomena like cheap tourism
0 ers to mass resorts for the “working
poor” of the industrialized nations.

Perception of
~peaceful conditions”

Societies whose citizens are generally
well-o in economic turns (not only a

tiny “upper crust” of the society) can
only become so under peaceful condi-
tions.  erefore, tourists usually are ci-
tizens of peaceful, economically more
or less stable states — and they usually
wish or even expect to visit likewise
states or regions. Peaceful conditions
in their travel destinations are ex-
pected by tourists — but what exactly
are these peaceful conditions? Peaceful
for whom?

Foremost, of course, for the tourists
themselves — they expect peaceful sur-
roundings, surroundings that are not
dangerous for their own well-being.
How far these peaceful surroundings
are expected to go, is a highly sub-
jective matter: More sensitive types
of travellers will probably expect the
whole country or wider region they
visit to o er peaceful conditions not
only for themselves during their stay
or journey, but also for the permanent
inhabitants. Others seem to be more
immune to the human environment
they encounter: Otherwise, constant
news in the wake of long-term con-
flicts which say that “visiting tourists
or other outsiders have never been har-
med” cannot be explained.

An important question arises: Is peace
just the absence of physical violence?

Can a country stricken by well-known
political strife, undemocratic condi-
tions and bad governance, and, along
with this, the obvious poverty of most
of its citizens be perceived as peaceful?
Obviously so — otherwise raving ac-
counts by tourists about their visits to,
for example, “Golden” Burma would
be unthinkable.

Not many interesting
places left to go, if ...

But what of tourism from the perspec-
tive of countries experiencing ongoing
violent conflict? Iraq is not on the list
of top tourist attractions, but these days
some more adventuresome tourists are
once again taking in the archaeological
sites of Ur, the Arch of Ctesiphon and
the holy cities of Najaf and Kerbala.
What a welcome sight they must be to
the local hotel sta and even the peo-
ple on the street. A long awaited sign
of some return to normality. Despite
the raging fighting in the North of Sri
Lanka, the sunset on the beaches of Ka-
lutara and the ancient Sigiriya frescoes
are no less spectacular or worthy of a
visit.  ere are wonderfully rewarding
experiences and sights to be had in the-
se regions on the less beaten track. And
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if countries with violent conflicts are
somewhat more risky, Sri Lanka (for
example) is for the most part probably
more dangerous in terms of its roads
and local driving environment, than
in terms of the direct violence which
exists in the country. So if you go, do
yourself a favour and get a professional
driver to take you around.

Being aware of the
surroundings

At the end of the day, if we avoid eve-
ry conflict-a ected country, it is a sad
fact that there are not many interesting
places left to go to. Goodbye India and
Sri Lanka, Mexico and Brazil, Moroc-
co and Algeria, Israel and Palestine,

ailand and the Philippines, and
many more of the world’s most fasci-
nating places. Welcome to Club Med.
It is up to the traveller to decide what
kind of experience they want to have.
For some, the Club Med experience is

exactly what they are looking for in a
vacation. For the rest of us, it is im-
portant to keep in mind that risk is
manageable in most situations. Just
as there are some neighbourhoods to
be avoided in and around Paris, the-
re are areas which should be avoided
in countries in conflict. One must
be aware of one’s surroundings. e
payo can be an unforgettable and
wonderful experience in a new and
captivating culture.

Impact of tourism

e more interesting questions may be
ethical in nature. What is the relation-
ship between the tourist and the local
country and society? What is the im-
pact on the conflict itself, on the local
society? What is the impact if tourists
stop going to such places? What is, in
the end, better for the people who have
to live year-round in these countries?

e short answer is, “it depends”.
Countries in conflict tend to have se-

rious economic problems, with high
levels of inequality and poverty. When
tourists stop coming, there is little that
can replace the lost income. Su ering
increases. And this must be the mea-
sure of ethical tourism — not only in
areas of conflict, but everywhere. Ethi-
cal tourism in a conflict area reduces
su ering. It increases the wellbeing
of the local population. Beyond the
economic dimensions, it increases the
visibility of their plight, exposing the
internal situation to the outside world.
It brings in new perspectives from the
outside.

Itis therefore rare that a complete boy-
cott of a country may contribute to
an improvement in the conditions of
the host society. e strongest candi-
date for this kind of boycott could be
Apartheid-era South Africa. But such
boycotts based on an ethical or moral
objection to a political system only
work when those most a ected are
those who have the power, as was the
case in South Africa. More often, tho-

About the 1ICP

i The Institute for Integrative Conflict Transformation and Peacebuilding is an independent, non-partisan,

i non-governmental organisation registered in Austria. The lICP is engaged in international and intra-societal
i efforts for building peace and transforming conflicts in the public and private sector, especially in the field

i of development cooperation. The institute'’s activities include conflict transformation projects in Austria and
i abroad, as well as related training and research. The institute is co-directed by Dr. Wilfried Graf and Mag.
i Gudrun Kramer, and the Board of Directors is led by Amb. Dr. Wolfgang Petritsch.

Website: http://www.iicp.at/



Temple at Garni in Armenia

se a ected are from among the poorer
segments of society, who already face
hardships imposed by an unjust poli-
tical, economic or social system. e
result is the same when there is a drop
in tourism due to internal conflicts.
Many are dependent on tourists for
earning their living. Without this in-
come, many are faced with greater po-
verty and misery.

Tourists cannot bring peace to a coun-
try. But we can bring resources in terms
of economic stimulation, as witnesses
to the conditions and realities on the
ground, and in terms of sharing our
own knowledge and experience with
our hosts. e presence of tourists,
which is often vital for governments’
budgets, also tends to have a modera-
ting impact on internal repression. It

is easier to do dirty work with no wit-
nesses around.

Good guests
contribute to peace

Most of all, we should remember that
when we travel to another country,
we are guests of that host society. And
guests have the responsibility of be-
having well. Our presence will have a
positive a ect on a larger scale, as long
as we make sure to be good guests. We
are good guests when we limit our im-
pact on the local environment, when
we do not take advantage of poverty to
engage in sex tourism, when we treat
the local population with dignity and
respect. When our interaction is that
of one human being with another hu-
man being, recognizing our common

humanity and celebrating our diversi-
ty, we make that small personal con-
tribution to peace. And most of all,
we may find that on our return home,
we continue on this path, making our
own society just that much more pea-
ceful.
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